
	

	

Our unique opportunities for Growth – Session 2 
 

 
 

1 Peter 1:6-7 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to 
suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that the proven genuineness of your 

faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in 
praise, glory and honour when Jesus Christ is revealed.  

 

Hardship often prepares an ordinary person for an extraordinary destiny – C.S. Lewis 

 
 
Introduction 
 
 In the last session, we reflected on what our greatest challenges were / are during this period of 
lockdown. To prayerfully reflect and identify our challenges and bring them to God. To learn to pour 
out how we feel to God. 

 There are always two sides to a coin. In trials, challenges and opportunities are its two sides. In this 
session, we will concentrate on our opportunities. Identifying opportunities unique to our current 
challenges requires our perspective to be illuminated, inspired by the Holy Spirit.  Let’s consider 
patterns and examples in the bible that might help us on our way. 

 

Growth under pressure 

At the beginning of the year, the leadership team at St Paul’s had a real sense that 2020 was going to 
be a year of growth for us. God’s idea of growth and the conditions that bring growth may differ to 
ours. Consider the following examples: 

Exodus 1:12 – The Jews in Egypt, the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and 
spread. 

Acts 8:1 & 4 - On that day a great persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all 
except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria (vs1). Those who had been 
scattered preached the word wherever they went (vs 4) 

 

Question – What important similarities can you identify from these biblical examples? How might they 
relate to your present situation? 



 

Personal Growth for ALL 

As we were seeking God’s heart for our church during this season, we felt a sense of God desiring 
everyone to grow closer to Him. Especially individuals who may not yet feel able to connect with God 
themselves. In 1 Samuel 3: 1 -14, we read the account of Samuel hearing someone calling him when 
he is getting ready to sleep. 3 times this happens, each time, he goes to Eli the priest, assuming that 
Eli called him. Eli recognises that God is trying to talk to Samuel and he coaches him on what to do 
next, so that Samuel can hear and respond to God himself. Be encouraged – God’s heart is for 
everyone to hear and respond to Him themselves.  

Read: 

Hebrews 8:11 – No longer will they teach their neighbours, or say to one another, “Know the Lord,” 
because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest. 

John 14: 25,26	-	All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom 
the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said 
to you.  

Question – what aspect of your relationship with God would you love to see grow? 

 

I can’t because…. 

Many characters in the Bible didn’t feel equipped or ready to the challenge they faced or were called 
to. Their initial reactions did not define how the story ends. It was defined by their willingness to trust 
God’s ability above their inadequacies. Here are a few examples to consider: 

Moses – His response to God’s challenging call to return to Egypt was- “Who am I, that I should go to 
Pharaoh..?” (Exodus 3:11) 

Joshua – was Joshua afraid and discouraged? Was he worried that God wouldn’t be with him as He 
was with Moses? Well…God repeatedly told Joshua to be strong and courageous and that He would 
be with Him as He was with Moses. That He would never leave or forsake him (Joshua1:1-9) 

The disciples – were in hiding when Jesus was crucified, fearful for their lives (John 20:19) 

We can because… 

God, in each case redirected their eyes off their own limitations and fears, got them to focus on His 
ability to fulfil His purposes in and through them. He reminded them that they could be brave and 
courageous because He was with them.  

 

What does God often do? What should we aspire to do? 
S - God speaks Ask God to help us hear what He is saying to us 
P - He reminds us of His promises  Read and discover God’s promises  
K – He knows our limitations Aaron accompanied Moses to address Pharaoh, 

the disciples had to wait to be filled and 
anointed by the Holy Spirit to preach the gospel 
with boldness. We need to trust God that He 
knows and will meet us where we are.  

R – He looks for our response  How we respond to God is our choice.  
 

Prayerfully reflect and ask the Holy Spirit to illuminate any area that He would like to grow in you. Talk 
to God about any areas you would like to grow in. You may want to share with and pray for each other 
in your group. 


