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Life Group Study /Discussion Notes  

Encounter Series  

Session 3 – Feeding of the Five Thousand 
	

	

	

	

 

Conversation starter / Ice Breaker Suggestion: 

Share what you love doing or a hobby you enjoy with the group. 

 

This parable appears in all 4 Gospels, read one of the accounts in John 6: 1-14  

Q1. What strikes you about this story? Go around the group and ask each person what they 
think of the account. 

Each encounter reveals something about Jesus and who He was, note that in verse 14 is a 
reference to the promise in Deuteronomy 18:15. Just turn there and read the promise. 

 

Q2 In what way was Jesus like Moses in this passage? 

Read the following - John 6:26-35. Moses also gave mana in the Old Testament (OT) but 
Jesus surpasses that saying he is the bread of life. Note also Jesus instruction in Verse 12, 
clearly another reference to the mana of the OT. 

 

This parable appears in all 4 
gospels, read one of the 
accounts in John 6:1 - 14 
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Q3 What does that mean to you? 

The encounter also indicates something else, note it was the lunch of the small boy that 
provided the means for Jesus to perform the miracle.  It is often the unseen thing that God 
uses to accomplish something great.  The posting of an invitation through a door, a random 
act of kindness.  An unobserved small boy from the crowd. Each person at St Pauls has an 
opportunity to be that unseen person or provide that ordinary thing. 

 

Q4 Can you think of an example from your own life when this is the case. 

Note Jesus had just heard of Johns beheading Mat 14:1-12 and was withdrawing to a 
quieter place, but he still had compassion on the people who followed him. Read PS 12:1-4 
God never sleeps nor slumbers, he will always have time for you.  

 

Q5 God always has time for you, how does that make you feel?  Also how does that prompt 
you to respond to others?  Read Gal 6:9  

 

Q6 Read John 6:7 and Mat 14:16. What is Jesus asking the disciple to do? 

Maybe God is asking us to take the ordinary things or even the extra ordinary things in our 
lives and offer them to Him, so He can bless and multiply them. Not for ourselves but by 
them, others will be blessed. Note – in the economy of God, there is always more than 
enough as each had their fill and there was left overs.  

 

  

 


