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Life Group Study /Discussion Notes  

Encounter Series  

Session 2 – Woman at the Well 

 
	

	

	

John’s Gospel, unlike the other three gospels, focuses more on the teaching of Jesus and 
the final period of His ministry.  The Gospel opens with two long conversations in John 3 & 4, 
and this conversation is one of the longest in any Gospel. 
	
John 4 verse 1-3 - Here we have the reason Jesus leaves Judea.  Jesus leaves the area 
because of rumours concerning rivalry.  
	
Q1.   Have you ever known of a time when rumour and gossip damaged the Kingdom? If you 
have an example that isn’t Gossip, share it.  
	
From Leviticus to James, the Bible is clear that gossip and rumour are dangerous for 
relationships and the people of God.   
 
Discussion point 
 
 What is the godly way to deal with: 
 

1) When we are tempted to gossip 
 

2) Responding to gossip 

Read: 

John 4: 1- 42 
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Jesus takes the short route through Samaria.  Since Israel was taken captive by the 
Assyrians in BC 721, they intermarried with other nations.  Even though Judah was taken 
later (BC 587) by the Babylonians, they didn’t intermarry.  When Israel returned, they were 
known as Samaritans and despised by the Jews, who would take a detour rather than walk 
through Samaria. 
	
Q2 Jesus is reaching across cultural boundaries in this encounter, what cultural boundaries 
exist that the church finds difficult to cross today? (wider church and local church)* 
 
Q3 Jesus is also reaching across gender barriers, note the surprise of the disciples.  Outside 
of Christianity, the life of women in the 1st century was mostly poor, with little education or 
prospects. What gender barriers today are there for the Gospel? 
  
Q4 The Samaritans were a hated group. Can you think of a hated / despised group that 
need to be reached in our culture /community?  
	
	
Drawing from the well  
 
Read Jeremiah 2:13 
 
Q5 The woman’s well was inadequate, even though she relied on its long history of provision 
when compared to the offer from Jesus. Note the passage in Jeremiah. Who, how or what 
can easily become a replacement in our lives for the fountains of living water? 
 
Discussion Point 
 
Encounter leads to encounter.  Notice the pattern of conversation; this has been held up as 
a model for sharing the Gospel with people.  What do you notice about the conversation?  
 
Example – find common ground as a starting point to a conversation. 
 
Share for 2 minutes a short testimony, and this can be anything that God has done for you.  
Our testimony is a powerful tool for witness. 
 
Q6 Identify 2 people that you want your group to pray for that you may be able to share a 
short testimony with or invite to a church or life group event in the next few months.  
 
Living water. 
 
Living water in this passage is symbolic of the Holy Spirit 
 
Q7 Share your experience of the Holy Spirit.  
 
In closing this evening, pray for one another to have encounters with the Holy Spirit as well 
as a heart that wants to share Jesus with others	


