
 

Luke Study 4 

Read Luke 2: 21-42 

Q1. There are many traditions we like to keep. Can you name a tradition that you keep?  

Introduction. 

Until now, the birth of Jesus has been set against the background of Roman imperial authority. Now 
it is played out in relation to the Law and tradition. But even whilst observing these traditions there 
is a change taking place; in Lev 12 -1-8, only the mother had to undergo the rites of purification but 
Luke presents it as a family matter, this is radically progressive.  Also noteworthy is the fact that 
Jesus’s parents present birds as a sacrifice, this is termed the poor person’s offering.  It tells 
something of the family Jesus the king of Kings, was born into.  
 
Q2. How does Christianity conflict with the cultural norms in today’s society?  

Thinking of Simeon, he is righteous and devout but that isn’t enough. Something else is needed for 
Simeon to achieve the purpose and promise of God.  The Holy Spirit.   

Q3. How do we develop a relationship with the Holy Spirit so we are able to fulfil God’s plan for 
our lives? 

Simeon’s prophecy is also noteworthy that he is standing in the temple grounds and declaring Jesus 
will be a light for the Gentiles.  This is another fulfilment; Israel was meant to be a light to the 
Gentiles and nations but they failed and now God sends his son to complete their mission. 

Q4. The Church has a mission and it has 5 purposes. Can you name them? 

Next, we meet Anna. She is living in the temple, having lost her husband. She is worshiping the Lord 
day and night.  Despite difficult experiences, she has not fallen away.  

Q5. What experiences can cause us to fall away and how do we prevent them from taking hold?  

Anna had become better, not bitter.  Worship had no doubt played an important part, as had 
fellowship in the temple.  God has his faithful people, Simeon and Anna here,  who play no great role 
on the stage of Biblical history but have significant "bit parts." And they are sensitive to God's voice 
and available when God calls upon them. 

The Holy Spirit can speak to us and show us things that others cannot know or understand. God 
promised Simeon that he would see the Messiah before he died (2:26). But we are unlikely to hear 
God's voice unless we prepare ourselves to do so by living in God's will in righteousness and 
devotion.  Devout people are full of praise, as were Simeon (2:28) and Anna (2:37-38). Worshipping 
God can be a worthy full-time occupation. 

 

 

 


